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BULLFROG  (Rana catesbeiana)  
 
Contributed by Donna Watkins 
 

The Bullfrog is the largest Virginia native frog 
measuring from 3-1/3 inches to almost 8 inches 
long not including the legs which can be from 7-
10 inches long.  They are also the largest frog in 
North America.  They are a drab brownish-green 
color on top with a yellowish white coloring 
below.  The large circles behind the eyes are 
their eardrums with the females being about the 
size of the eye and males being considerably 
larger than the eye.  Territories are emphatically 
established with calls, postures, chasing, 
jumping and fighting if necessary.  Their 
distinctive call is said to sound like a distant roar 
or bellow of a bull. 
 
Bullfrogs will eat almost anything living that it 
can at least partially swallow.  They are 

voracious predators, feeding on any small animal they can catch, including big and small 
insects, crayfish, other frogs and bullfrogs, fish, worms, turtles and even small snakes.  There 
are records of bullfrogs feeding on birds and baby alligators.  They have teeth on the roof of 
their mouth and a tongue capable of flipping prey into their mouth.  Bullfrogs can leap up to 6 
feet in distance.  They help to keep down mosquito populations but they can also have a 
negative effect on other species of frogs since they don't really have any natural predators.  
They can secrete nasty toxic substances from their poison glands (called parotoid glands) that 
can poison a dog if it tries to eat one. 
 
This frog species prefers larger bodies of water, but we've had them take the territory of a small 
backyard pond.  Warm, calm, shallow waters are their favorite places.  They can be found at 
lakes, ponds, rivers, or bogs.  They breed from May to August in our area.  During breeding 
season the throat of the male Bullfrog is 
yellow, and the female's is white.  Male 
bullfrogs chorus at breeding ponds and 
females give aggressive calls responding to 
the breeding calls of the males.  The 
females are attracted to males with 
territories that provide the most food. 
 
Fertilization is external, with females 
depositing up to 20,000 eggs in quiet and 
protected water.  The egg mass is a large 
floating mat with a foamy film up to a yard 
wide.  
 
 Fertilization is then accomplished usually 
by one male.  Tadpoles emerge about four days after fertilization and tadpoles may remain in 
the tadpole stage for almost 3 years before transforming into frogs.  The longer the better for the 



frog since they will be bigger and have a better chance of survival.  Adults reach sexual maturity 
after 3 to 5 years and have been recorded to live up to 7 years. 
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FENCE LIZARD   (Sceloporus undulates) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The fence Lizard is a member of the 
spiny lizard family.  It is 4 - 7 ¼ 
inches long gray in color with rough 
scales.  Older adults are brown to 
black in color with black horizontal 
bars.  This patterning is most 
prominent on the backs of female 
lizards.  The males, during the 
breeding season, will have bright 
blue patches on their chin and 
underside.  This blue color is easily 
seen when the lizard feigns death 
and lays on its back.  It can also 
lose a segment of its tail if pursued 
by a predator. 

 
This lizard is common in dry, open forests and can be found on logs and stumps where they 
hide.  It is a true tree dwelling lizard and can easily climb trees if excited.  It prefers to dwell in 
mixed deciduous forests but also can be found in woodlots, near old barns, and in rock piles or 
near homes.  Its range is from southern Pennsylvania south to northern Florida and westward 
across the Mississippi River.     
 
Females lay 3 - 16 eggs in late spring which then 
hatch in late summer.  During the winter they 
hibernate in logs, rock-crevices, and old stumps.     
 
The fence lizard is a sit-and-wait predator, preferring 
to ambush its prey such as insects, spiders, and 
other invertebrates.  It is preyed upon by snakes, 
birds, and mammals.    
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FIVE-LINED SKINK  (Eumeces fasciatus)  
 
Contributed by Donna Watkins 

 
The Five-lined Skink is one of the 
most common lizards in the Eastern 
United States.  Although smooth like 
a salamander, it is actually a lizard.  
Lizards are reptiles which have claws 
and ear openings as shown on the 
photo, while salamanders are 
amphibians which lack both claws 
and ear openings. 
 
They are from 5 to 8 inches long.  
Juveniles begin life with a dark body 
that has five light-colored stripes, but 

the bright blue tail is the most noticed.  The females retain this pattern for life, but the adult 
male's coloring becomes brown or olive.  During mating season in Spring, the head and jaws of 
the male turn orange-red which helps them to attract a female. 
 
A nest is created in rotting logs, loose soil, or leaf litter where 4-15 eggs are laid.  We had one 
nest under a garden statue of a Mallard Duck.  The female skink guards the nest until the young 
are born. After only 1-2 days the newborn skinks are left to their own devices. 
 
To attract Skinks or other reptiles to your garden, provide lots of shelter in the form of dense 
vegetation, brush and rock piles, and fallen logs.  Let leaf litter accumulate and place a rock or 
log where it receives morning sun as an invitation for basking reptiles. 
 
They will reward your efforts by consuming roaches, grasshoppers, beetle larvae, spiders, 
crickets, flies, grubs, crustaceans, worms and even small mice, a diet more varied than that of 
some other skinks.  They are extremely important to humans as natural pest controls and play 
an important role in the survival of many larger lizards, birds, mammals, and snakes as they are 
a food source for these 
predatory animals. 
 
Although considered terrestrial 
(ground dwelling), the Five-
lined Skink will climb a decayed 
snag in its forest home where it 
knows insects can be found.  
Although secretive and wary of 
anything that moves, skinks 
occasionally bask on rocks or 
logs in the sun, but take shelter 
under logs, rocks and leaf litter 
in the heat of the afternoon.  Its 
most comfortable temperature 
range is 78-85 degrees and it is 



most active during the day.  In areas where Winter brings cold, they hibernate in rotting logs, 
under large rocks, or underground. 
 
One of their defense mechanisms is a tail that easily breaks.  If confronted or grasped, the 
skink's tail breaks away and continues to wiggle wildly, keeping the attention of the attacker on 
the tail, while allowing the skink to escape.  The tail does grow back, but not to the original 
length, and it is left more defenseless until then, so viewing them from a distance is best since 
skinks shouldn't be handled. 
 
These photos were taken at times when our cat had captured one of them on the screened 
porch and the other in the house.  They do not normally seek entrance into a home, but will 
scurry in if chased under a screen door or while trying to find a way out of an attached garage. 
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BLACK RACER SNAKE 
 
Contributed by Jerry Passer 

 
 
The Black Racer is a very 
active snake, particularly in 
the daytime.  It has a 
voracious appetite and feeds 
on a variety of small 
mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds and 
insects of a larger type.  
 
Being a good climber 
enhances its ability to find 
food.  When threatened it 
may vibrate its tail and even 
strike. Though the bite can 
be painful, it is not 
venomous.   
  
It is appropriately called a 
racer because its long, thin 

body allows it to move rapidly. It is also black with white chin and throat markings as an adult.  
 
For a year after hatching, however, racers are slate gray with regular rusty brown blotches 
running down the back.   The length varies from 30-60+ inches.   
  
Racers range from Florida to Maine and inland 
from the coast for several hundred miles. They 
are very common in Virginia.  
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