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INTRODUCTION 
 
The woods, field and backyards of the Lake Monticello community are alive with a host of wild 
animals, butterflies, insects and other critters that provide entertainment and yes, some minor 
frustrations as well. 
 
Not everyone is pleased with the antics and invasive behavior of our gray squirrels while others 
are not happy with opossums and raccoons that rummage in our composts. Certainly the 
whitetail deer are either loved and appreciated or aggressively deterred as intrusive garden-
ruining trespassers. 
 
There is however much interest and fascination amongst the Lake Monticello folks regarding 
both the resident and visiting wildlife species. Plenty of food, water and protective habitat render 
this area most desirable for many animals. 
 
Therefore as a sequel to the ”Birds of Monticello” book and registry, community volunteers, in 
cooperation with the Lake Monticello Wildlife Management Committee, have produced this 
“Critters of Lake Monticello” book and registry for the entertainment and education of our 
residents. 
 
Request for additional information and photographs: 
 
Where we currently have no locally taken photographs, some illustrations in this book have 
been taken from the Internet and this is noted on the relevant pages.   We would like to have 
this book completed with ALL photographs taken locally and ask that if you have, or take any, 
that will help this, and are willing for these to be used, to please contact Jerry Passer (589-1028) 
or Ken Bushell (589-5886 – or e-mail at kwbushell@earthlink.net).  
 
It is intended that the book will be updated as additional information becomes available.  
Similarly if you have information on local creatures not included, we ask you to communicate 
that as well. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CHAPTER  ONE 
 
 

 
ANIMALS 



BEAVER  (Castor canadensis ) 

Contributed by Jerry Passer 
 
Characterized by its four front teeth or incisors (two upper and two lower), the Beaver is the 
largest of America’s rodents.  Another outstanding identifying characteristic is the long, wide flat 

tail.  That combined with powerful hind 
legs and webbed feet enables the 
Beaver to be a fast and strong 
swimmer. 
 
The dams of sticks and mud that 
beavers build to dam the streams and 
create ponds in which to live and play 
are true engineering feats.  The Beaver  
uses its front feet to gather, carry and 
pack mud around the sticks and 
branches to make the dam water-tight.  
These dams have been measured as 
high as 8 feet. 
 
Burrowing Beavers can seriously 

damage earth dams and shorelines of 
rivers and ponds.  They also relish tender 
branches of pond-side saplings and will 
even venture into gardens to feast on 
veggies and many flower varieties. 
 
The Beaver pelt was once prized by 
pioneers and trappers and to this day is 
still used for expensive fur coats, though 
much International pressure to protect fur-
bearing animals has reduced the demand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Photos from wildlifepark.gov.ns.ca/animals/images/beaver.jpg 
 and  www.fcps.k12.va.us/.../Mammals/Beaver/beaver.jpg 
 



AMERICAN BLACK BEAR (Ursus Americanus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The American Black Bear is a large 
mammal measuring 4 - 7 feet long, 
up to 2-3 feet high at the shoulders, 
and often weighs between 90 and 
200 lbs.  Females usually weigh 90 - 
300 lbs and may tip the scales at 
520 lbs. The largest on record 
weighed 880 lbs as reported for 
Carven County North Carolina.  The 
large animal possesses a sturdy 
body with black to brown shaggy 
hair.  It has a short snout, small 
eyes, rounded ears, with small 
shoulders and a small hump.   
 
 

There are 16 subspecies of this animal depending on the location in the United States.  They 
are found only in North America and range as far south as Florida and Northern Mexico.  They 
also inhabit North Alaska.   They prefer forested areas but do wander into urban areas in search 
of food. 
 
Females mate in late May into early July or August in Eastern deciduous forests.  They give 
birth to 2 - 3 young in January and February.  Cubs weight ½ - 1lbs at birth, but by the first fall 
they will weigh 15 lbs or more depending on food. They stay with their mother for 17 months and 
mature sexually in 2 years.  They have an excellent sense of smell, long memories, are 
intelligent, but have poor eyesight.  They can run 30 mph for short distances.  Besides being 
good climbers, they can swim long distance up to 9 miles.  They are active one-half hour before 
sunrise, nap during the day, and bed-down at night.   
 
For food, they prefer nuts, acorns, fruit, insects, and succulent greens.  They will eat meat if 
food is scarce as well as raid garbage dumps for goodies.  Campers have been seen feeding 
marshmallows to black bears as they raid local garbage dumps.  This is a dangerous practice 
and encourages these bears to seek food at local campgrounds.  This latter habit can create 
problems because the bears will enter campgrounds threatening campers.  Should this happen, 
they will have to be trapped and transported 50 or more miles away to prevent interfering with 
human activities.  If they return, they will be killed.  
 
On interesting habit that these bears have is that they are able to hibernate through the winter 
months.  This is a specialized, season driven time when they reduce their metabolism.  During 
this time they do not drink, urinate, or defecate.  Their body temperature drops down into the 80- 
degree range.  They can sleep for upwards of 7 months, but females will wake up to give birth to 
their young.    
 
 
Photo courtesy Donna Watkins  



BOBCAT    (Felis rufus or Lynx rufus ) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

 
The Bobcat, unlike the larger Lynx 
that prefers a cold climate such as 
Canada, is a warm climate predator 
larger than a house cat.  It measures 
12 - 18 inches at the shoulder, is 25 - 
30 inches in length, weighs between 
15 - 30 lbs, and has a short stubby tail 
(2 - 7”) as well as average length 
legs.   This cat’s fur is gray to reddish 
brown in color punctuated with dark 
spots that fade in adulthood.  The tips 
of its ears have short black tufts while 
the tail has 2 - 3 black bars.  The face 
has broken black lines that radiate 
onto its cheeks while the belly is off-
white. 

 
Because of the Bobcat‘s build, it is intolerant of deep snow. However, the Canadian Lynx is 
adapted to deep snow because of its long legs and large padded feet.  The Lynx has its range 
strictly limited to Alaska, Canada, and under rare circumstances “may” be found in the most 
northern parts of the United States.  The Bobcat, on the other hand, is found in Southern 
Canada, through the United States and into Central Mexico. 
 
 
The Bobcat prefers scrubby country, broken 
forests, and farmland to rocky-brushy land.  
However, it can be seen wandering around 
during the daylight hours near human 
habitations.   It is an excellent climber and will 
store excess meat from a fresh kill in tree 
branches.  As a hunter, it often hides in deep 
brush and then pounces on its prey such as 
rodents, cottontail rabbits, squirrels, birds, 
(including turkeys).   It may attack a skunk, 
opossum, a sick deer, and even domestic dogs 
and cats.  It is preyed upon by coyotes, wolves, 
cougars, and humans.   It has been known to 
wander some 25 - 50 miles and will mark its territory with urine, secretions from its anal scent 
gland and even feces.  Females are very territorial having a home range of 2 - 40 square miles 
while the range of a male can overlap that of a female.  Mating is in late winter after which the 
female will seek a secluded area for a den.  The den may be under rocky outcrops, abandoned 
burrows, brushy thickets, or rotten snags.  Kittens mature in about 5 weeks and become 
independent in 9 months. 
 
Photos Courtesy Donna Watkins 

 

 



COTTONTAIL RABBIT   (Sylvilagus floridanus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Eastern Cottontail Rabbit is a 
stocky animal with large hind feet, 
long ears, and a short fluffy tail.  It 
has a coarse gay-brown colored fur 
with reddish-brown highlights.  Its 
under-parts are white.   
    
 This animal is best known from the 
illustrations of Beatrice Potter’s tale 
of Peter Rabbit.  Because of this, it is 
thought to be a cuddly, warm likeable 
animal but in reality it is a rapidly 
breeding pest that can easily over-
run areas where food is plentiful and 

prey animals scarce.  In some Eastern States, large numbers are seen scampering across 
lawns in search of food especially tulip flowers, garden vegetables, and other edible plants.  
  

 It range is from Canada, through New England, down the Appalachian Mountains, into Eastern 
Mexico.  It breeds beginning in early March through into early fall, While it does not dig burrows 
for nests, it does use a shallow depression in heavily grass areas.  Its gestation period is 28 
days, after which the female has a litter of 3 - 8 naked and blind young.   She can have 2 - 4 
litters per year when food is plentiful.  The young rabbits leave their nest after 2-3 weeks.  Only 
15 % survive the first year because of predators.  They are an important link in the food chain 
of such predators as foxes, coyotes, owls, hawks, etc.   Man also enjoys hunting rabbits 
especially with young pure-bred beagles.  
 

 They forage mostly at dawn or early dusk and eat grass, herbs, pears, beans, and lettuce 
growing in domestic gardens.  They also eat bark, twigs, and buds of short shrubs during the 
winter and can do quite a lot of damage to landscape plants.  They have a habit of re-ingesting 
special fecal pellets that they excrete in order to increase their intake of vitamins and minerals.   
They can range over 3 acres for females and 8 for males.   To communicate, they may thump 
the ground, growl, purr, grunt, of if captured, they will scream. 

 
 
 
Photo courtesy Donna Watkins 



DEER MOUSE  (Peromyscus maniculatus) 

Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 
The Deer Mouse is one of several small rodents found living near the tree line in Alaska and 

Canada, southward to central Mexico.  It is 8 
inches long with half of that length being the tail 
covered with fine hair.  The back of the mouse 
is often gray over a tan or reddish brown body 
covering fur.  The belly is off-white in color.   It 
has large rounded ears that are almost hairless 
with large bulging eyes.  It looks like a White 
Footed Mouse except the Deer Mouse has a 
bi-colored tailed: the top half is darker in color 
while the bottom half is a light gray.   
 
This rodent is active at night during which it is 
searching for food such as fruit, seeds, berries, 
acorns, and small insects.  This is a dangerous 

time for this rodent since some predators such as owls, foxes, and coyotes are most active at 
night. 
 
Nesting is in tree hollows or abandoned squirrel nests, stumps, or under logs.   Their nests are 
lined with moss, shredded tree bark, leaves and other materials.  A mature male and several 
mature females will nest together in a small social group to keep warm during the winter.   
  
However, in March - November, a mature female can have as many as 4 litters of 2 each in one 
year.  Within 3 weeks after birth, the young are weaned and can begin breeding at 5 - 6 weeks.   
Because this rodent breeds frequently, it can produce an overwhelming number of offspring.  
Excess populations are kept under control by predation. 
 
While these mice prefer wooded areas they do enter buildings during the winter months.  They 
can also do a lot of damage to grain stored in outdoor sheds.  
 
Several years ago, it was reported that during a time when pine nuts were in abundance on an 
Indian reservation in the South, the number of deer mice grew to such a large population that 
the Hunta Virus, that these mice carry, was passed onto to American Indians living on the 
reservation.  Some of those Indians that became infected died from contracting this virus.    
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of Ken Bushell 
 
 
 



EASTERN CHIPMUNK   (Tamias striatus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
  

The chipmunk is a small ground squirrel 
that has an attractive muted yellowish-
gray colored fur on its back accented 
with dark tan to brownish-gray stripes.   
Black stripes are seen continuing down 
its back to the base of its tail.  
 
These ground dwelling rodents can be 
destructive by undermining decks, 
patios, stairs, retaining, walls, and 
foundations. This activity is due to their 
need for nesting sites where they may 
have a litter of 5-7 young in May. 
Lacking these structures, they prefer 
mature woodlands, woodlot edges, 
rotting logs, stonewalls, and heavy 
ground cover.  
 
They are often seen scurrying across 
the ground as they carry nuts, seeds, 
fruit, berries, and flower bulbs to their 
burrows.  These burrows serve as 

storage places for food to carry them through the winter months.  In late fall and during the winter 
they enter a kind of restless -type of hibernation awaking on occasion to feed.  They give birth to 2-5 
young in these nests.  The young may be seen in April - May and August - October months.   
 
Chipmunks are capable climbers and often climb wooden decks to get at bird feeders and other food 
left out for them.  Food dropped or scattered around a picnic table become fair game for these small 
creatures.  Vegetable gardens are particularly attractive source of food.  
 
As part of the forest ecology, they apparently serve a vital need by moving fallen seeds around the 
forest floor thereby enabling tree regeneration. 
 
Although these rodents are quick moving, they are preyed upon by hawks, owls, snakes, and even 
household cats.  If the cat has been de-clawed, a chipmunk can become a play-thing for the cat but 
in the end the “chippy” escapes to see another day.   
 
 
 
Photo by Donna Watkins 

 



EASTERN MOLE   (Scalopus aquaticus)  
STAR-NOSED MOLE  (Condylura crystata) 
 
Contributed by Jerry Passer 
 

Many folks at Lake Monticello are 
familiar with moles though most may 
have never seen one.  Their tell-tale 
presence is readily recognized by 
mounds of fresh dirt (Star-nosed mole) 
or lengthy and convoluted ridges of 
heaved soil (Eastern Mole) in our yards.  
Under these mounds and ridges are 
tunnels which are burrowed as moles 
search for insects, worms, slugs and 
snails. 
 
The photos here are of the Eastern 
Mole 

 
Their short, powerful forefeet with wide outward-
turned palms and claws enable them to dig 
quickly and efficiently through preferred moist 
soils.   Their bodies vary in length from 4-8 
inches (including tail) and their eyes and ears 
are small.   Nearly blind, these voracious 
feeders find and consume up to 100 percent of 
their body weight during each 24 hour period. 
 
Sensitive hairs on the snout, forepaws, top of 
head and tail help the moles to locate their food.  
The Star-nosed mole is particularly unique in 
that its snout has a fleshy protuberance with 22 
short “feelers” radiating from it.  These 
apparently aid the mole in sensing its environment 
 and perhaps locating food. 
 
Moles are beneficial food-chain members as they 
consume the larvae and adults of many pest insects 
such as Japanese Beetles. 
 
Contrary to popular belief, moles are NOT rodents but 
rather insectivores such as shrews and bats. 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy Ken Bushell 



EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL   (Sciurus carolinensis) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Eastern Gray Squirrel, often called the “cat 
squirrel” because of its call, is a tree dwelling 
rodent that prefers broad-leafed forests.  These 
bushy-tailed 8 - 10 inch long rodents prefer oak, 
beech and hickory trees as food sources. They 
may also eat dogwood tree buds or their berries in 
the fall.  They spend long hours on the forest floor 
foraging for food.  They can also be seen stripping 
bark from small tree saplings and along with dried 
leaves and use these materials for making tree 
nests called drey.  These nests are often high in 
sturdy trees and provide a refuge where they bear 
their young.   
 
Given an opportunity, these rodents can chew 
through wood siding on a house or ventilation 
screen in order to enter attic spaces.  Here, in 
these dark and warm cavities, they also build nests.  
Sometimes they chew through electrical insulation 
on household circuits and have been known to start 
serious fires. They can also partially plug 
functioning chimneys as they carry twigs into the 
chimney flue in their attempt to build a nest.  If a 

chimney is not properly protected with a squirrel guard and the chimney flu is left open, squirrels 
have been known to enter a house and cause considerable havoc.  
 
Eastern gray squirrels are curious animals that can be a nuisance by taking advantage of poorly 
constructed or low hanging bird feeders.  They will also chew through plastic humming bird 
feeders to get at the sugary water.  At other times they carry off large Christmas tree bulbs, toilet 
paper, and even dry metal scrubbing pads.        
 
These squirrels are territorial, opportunistic, and very competitive animals that may have two 
litters a year.  They can become ready prey for hawks and owls.  They can also suffer from 
calcium deficiency brought on by well-meaning people feeding them a steady diet of peanuts, 
which are not nuts but a legume.  A mixture of food containing true nuts provides the necessary 
protein and carbohydrates they require.  In addition, they can also carry a virus, can develop 
small grape-sized tumors from insect bites, carry fleas and sometimes ticks.  They can also 
exhibit a form of paralysis in their hind legs. 
 
 
Photo courtesy Ken Bushell 



FIELD MOUSE  (Microtus Pennsylvanicus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Field Mouse is a very small rodent that 
weighs about 1 oz (28 grams) with a body, 
including the head that is 3 - 4 inches long.  
It possesses small ears and a long naked tail 
that is also about 3 inches long.   Body color 
varies from black to brown with a white 
underbelly. 
 
This rodent does not possess large front 
teeth but does have small sharp nails on it’s  
 paws.  It is an intelligent, fast animal with an 
acute sense of smell and hearing. 
 

It is found either in open fields and forests or in old house where it will make its nest in 
appropriate places.  It can chew through wallboard, run up inside walls, and travel along 
between ceiling supports.  
 

This mouse will eat most anything that it can obtain especially food in open containers such as 
cereal boxes, crackers, etc. It can be seen scurrying across the kitchen floor and will leave its 
calling card in drawers and on kitchen shelves. 
 
This rodent is a prolific breeder.  A female can mate and bear young once a month throughout 
the year.  When she does, she will bear 3 - 5 babies that will mature in 3 weeks.  While she is 
nursing her young, the male will bring food to her in the nest.   This behavior is not typical for 
another mouse, the white-footed mouse, which prefers open areas near woodlands for its 
habitat.     
 
Because the Field Mouse breeds so prolifically, it becomes the major food source for some 
animals such as snakes, cats, dogs, owls, hawks, bears, wolves, coyotes, and other ground 
carnivorous animals.      
 
 
 
Photo from www.bbc.com 
 
 



 
 FLYING SQUIRREL    (Glaucomys volans ) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 

 

 The Flying Squirrel is in reality a small mouse-like 
rodent that can glide from tree to tree by means of 
thin, fur covered membranes between its front and 
hind legs.   This diminutive squirrel has light gray 
colored hair on its back tinged with tan color.  It 
possesses a blunt nose, when compared with the 
gray squirrel, and large eyes on either side of its 
head.  The position of the eyes makes it difficult for 
the squirrel to see clearly.  To “fly”, this animal 
launches itself from a tree and falls at a 45 degree 
angle (from the horizontal) while moving horizontally 
towards a nearby tree.   
 
This night foraging squirrel uses several different 
nest sites: one for “refuge“, another for “rearing“, and 

a third for winter survival called an “aggregate nest“ where several adults gather for the winter.  
The nest is made of material available locally and may use bark stripped from young trees, 
grasses, mosses, lichens, bird feathers, leaves, and even attic insulation or newspaper. 
 
They consume a variety of foods similar to the gray squirrel.  However, they themselves become 
food for such animals as owls, snakes, raccoons, coyotes, lynx, and domestic cats. 
 
They carry the usual complement of lice, mites, and fleas, and in addition, they can carry lice 
infected with the bacterium called Rickettsia prowazekii that causes epidemic typhus. There 
have been 39 known cases of this disease in man over the last 25 years that are thought to 
have been contracted through the bite of infected lice being carried on dead squirrels.   
 
 
Photo from www.uwsp.edu/.../projects/flyingsquirrel/1.jpg 



 GRAY FOX   (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Gray Fox prefers a warmer climate 
than the red fox because of its shorter fur 
and limits its range to southern Canada, 
the lower United States and into the 
Central Americas to Venezuela.  
 
It is a moderately large mammal with gray 
colored fur dominating its back. Its sides 
are tawny brown while its neck, legs, and 
belly are white.  It has a black stripe that 
crosses its nose to its eyes and down the 
side of its head.  It often measures 47 
inches long and 12 - 16 inches at the 
shoulder.   

 
This agile animal can climb trees (one of the few that do) preferring deciduous forests (pine etc.) 
for its dwelling.   Unlike the red fox, it will shun human activity.  It eats more vegetation than the 
Red Fox but will also eat cottontail rabbits, small rodents, birds, and insects.  It also likes fruit 
and berries.  Nature videos often show this fox pouncing on its prey as it attacks small rodents.  
Its three-foot high leap followed by a dive often stuns or drives its prey out of hiding. 
  
This nocturnal (night-time) hunter will mark its area with a pungent shower of urine in order to 
warn competitors.  They are known to yap, have a resonant howl, bark, scream, and emit a soft 
whimper.  The female will have a litter of about 2 - 8 kits, following a 62 day gestation period.  
The kits will begin eating solid food in about 6 weeks and forage for themselves in 4 months. 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy Donna Watkins 
 
     



MUSKRAT   (Ondatra zibothlicus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 

 
The muskrat is a large aquatic rodent 
native to North America but it is also 
found in Alaska, Canada, and 
Northern Mexico.   
 
Their name is derived from the fact 
that they have musk glands that 
produce a strong scent used to warn 
competing muskrats. They can weigh 
as much as 3 ½ lbs with a body 
approximately 8 “ long.   
 
Their tail is long rudder-like, which 
they use for swimming making this 
animal a strong swimmer. The fur is 
dark brown, waterproof and desirable 
as fur for women’s coats.   
 
These animals live in canals, 
irrigation channels, wetlands, ponds, 
and lakes as well as marshes.  They 

have been called “swamp bunnies” by some and build complex burrows with an underwater 
entrance in ground adjacent to a body of water.   Because of this burrowing habit, they can 
cause serious damage to dams and levees.  
 
In their dens, the females may have 2 - 3 litters a year of up to 8 young.  These animals are 
active at dusk, during the night, and at dawn during which they eat cattails, aquatic vegetation, 
freshwater mussels, frogs, crayfish, and small turtles.    
 
They are preyed upon by mink, foxes, coyotes, wolves, lynx, and large owls. 
 
 
 
Photo from www.rubymountains.net 
 
 
       



 OPOSSUM   (Didelphis virgiana) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Opossum is a small tree 
dwelling animal with light 
colored fur and a naked rat-like 
prehensile tail.  This rather 
unattractive animal, whose 
name means “white animal”, as 
translated from the Virginian 
Algonquian Indian language, is 
a nocturnal or night-time 
animal.   
 
When these animals leave the 
safety of a nest of leaves in a 
hollow of a tree, they travel 
slowly across the ground on 
short legs searching for grubs, 
worms, and insects.  They also 

eat bird eggs, crayfish, tadpoles, snails and often animals killed on a road.  Because of this 
habit, they may be run over by cars traveling rural roads after dark.  
 
The female of this species carry their young in a belly pouch where the “honeybee sized” 
newborns remain attached to the 
mother’s teats for approximately 2 
months.   When mature, upwards of 
15 young leave the mother’s pouch to 
cling to her back as she moves about 
the tree or ground. They may have 2-
3 litters per year.  
 
If threatened, they will bare their teeth, 
screech, hiss, and even squirt foul-
smelling liquid from their back end.  If 
further threatened, they will play dead 
until the threat has gone.  They are 
preyed upon by hawks, owls, foxes, 
and humans 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy Donna Watkins (top), Ken Bushell (lower) 
 
  
 
 



 RACCOON  (Procyon lotor) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

Raccoons are nocturnal (night-
time) mammals that are 
characterized by a distinctive 
black “mask” that covers their 
eyes.  These aggressive, smart 
animals range in size from 10 - 
35 pounds and measure 1’ 6” to 
3’ 3”.   
 
They are found from Canada 
through the United States and 
into South America.   
 
Their name is derived from the 
Virginia Algonquin Indian 
language that means “ he who 
scratches with his hands”.   

Females are smaller than males and bear 4 to a litter once a year.   
 
They have an appetite for a variety of foods such as worms, crayfish, berries, insects, eggs, 
small animals, but will eat dog or cat food left on the back deck of a house.  Food is often eaten 
after dousing in water using a scrubbing action by their front paws.  Because they are clever and 
possess paws with a non-opposable thumb, they can easily open closed containers such as 
garbage cans and raid recycling bins.   
 
These animals were often caught for food by early American pioneers during “coon” hunts; a 
practice still carried out in the Southern States with specially trained hunting dogs.  As a food, 
the fat of this animal has a strong disagreeable smell, but the meat is favored by some 
individuals.   
 
Unfortunately, these aggressive animals can be a serious nuisance when they enter attics or 
chimneys seeking nesting sites.  Of the 6,444 cases of animal-borne rabies in the United States 
during 2004, raccoons represented 38% of all the animals with rabies.   
 
 
 
Photo  courtesy Donna Watkins 



RED FOX  (Vulpes vulpes) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The Red Fox is a large mammal with a 
long bushy tail.  It weighs, on average, 
about 6-8 lbs and has its back, side and 
head covered with orange-red fur. White 
fur is seen under its chin, side of neck, 
and chest. Its long, impressive tail is 
tipped with white while the ears, legs, and 
feet are black. 
 
This animal can be found throughout the 
United States and North Canada 
occupying wooded areas, prairies and 
farmlands.   They range over an area of 
4.6 square miles (when food is abundant) 
to 19 sq. miles.   
 
The red fox is considered a nocturnal 

(night-time) animal but can be seen roaming about during the day as it looks for food.  Since it is 
an omnivorous animal it will eat fruit, berries, grapes, birds (chickens robbed from a local hen 
house), small mammals (squirrels, rabbits, and mice) as well as crickets, caterpillars, 
grasshoppers, beetles, and crayfish (taken from local ponds).  It is known to store extra food 
under leaves, dirt mounds, and snow.  
 
A female will mate with one male and bear young two months later usually in January to March.  
The young or kits are born in underground dens constructed previously by a groundhog or take 
advantage of a mound of fallen tree limbs.   
 
As the female nurses her young, the male will bring food to the den for her to eat.  Within 
approximately 2 months after birth, the kits (1 - 10 in number) will be mature enough to leave the 
den to exercise and refine their skills as predators by playing with captured live game brought 
back to the den by the parents.   
 
These animals are clever, elusive, and stealthy. They have even been reported to steal 
newspapers, delivered earlier in the morning to nearby human habitations, to keep their den dry.     
 
 
 
Photo from  http://www.ksu.edu/biology/orgs/tws/photo.htm        
 



SKUNK    (Mephitis mephitis) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

 These moderately small 
mammals, remembered mostly 
for their strong scent, are 
primarily night-time animals that 
move around in a relatively large 
area searching for food.   
 
They measure 15 ½” to 27” and 
are characterized by their 
distinctive black fur punctuated 
with one or two pure white strips 
running down their back.   
 
Their short, well-muscled legs 
and sharp front claws enable this 
animal to dig sizeable dens under 

houses and utility shacks as well as numerous holes in people’s lawns.  They dig in lawns in 
search of insect grubs and worms.  (Spraying with an insecticide will kill the grubs and 
discourage their digging habit).  They also eat salamanders, frogs, small rodents, birds and 
eggs.   
 
Skunks are best known for their strong odor, often detected a mile downwind, that comes from a 
liquid sprayed from two anal scent glands when these animals become excited.   Because they 
cannot see clearly much beyond 12 feet, they can easily become excited.  Before spraying, a 
skunk will display its irritation by hissing, stomping its feet, and raising its tail.  At this point it can 
accurately spray its scent 7 - 10 feet onto a threatening animal such as a dog, cat, or even a 
human.  The spray can cause severe irritation, temporary blindness, and will leave a strong 
objectionable odor on clothing or other objects.  The recommended method for removal of the 
odor causing thiols (sulfur containing chemicals) is to wash clothes or inanimate objects with a 
mixture of hydrogen peroxide, soap, and baking soda.  Others have tried washing their dog with 
tomato juice with some success.  
 
Skunks are relatively non-aggressive animals that seem content to go about their busy of finding 
food.  However, on occasion they have been found to carry rabies so avoid any skunk that is 
behaving oddly and especially one that is roaming about during the day light hours. 
 
 
 
Photo from http://www.rockleigh.org/toc.htm 



VOLE 
 
Contributed by Jerry Passer 
 

Of three types of voles (pine, meadow and 
prairie) the most common in our area are the 
meadow vole and the pine vole. 
 
Smaller in size than moles, voles weigh only 
one to two ounces when mature and their 
entire body length, including a short one inch 
long tail, varies from 3 to 5 1/2 inches. 
 
Voles are very destructive of woody plant 
roots and stems as they seek the green inner 
bark layers. They also eat or damage flower 
bulbs, vegetable crops and garden plants.   

 
Photo from www.hiltonpond.org/images/VolePine01.jpg  
 

 
 
Lawns can also be damaged as a result of the voles 
digging burrows and runways. 
 
Voles mate several times a year with the meadow vole 
being the most active 
 
 
 
Photo from 
 www.entm.purdue.edu/Wildlife/vole_pictures.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHITE FOOTED MOUSE   (Peromyscus leucopus ) 

Contributed by Robert Sjogren  
 
The White-footed Mouse grows up to 8 
inches long (this includes the tail), 
possesses large ears, and is covered with a 
reddish-brown colored fur.  The fur on the 
back of this mouse may have a dark stripe 
unlike the field mouse commonly seen in 
homes and caught in spring traps.  This 
rodent possesses large ears, which enables 
it to readily hear predators as it forages for 
food. 
  
This mouse lives on the edge of wooded, 
brushy tree stands, and in open areas near 
marshes.  It is mostly nocturnal, roaming 
around at night seeking such foods as nuts, 
acorns, fruit, berries, maple seeds, pine 

seeds, flowering dogwood, and insects of various kinds.  It also eats roots of various plants as 
well as fungi.  It stores nuts and seeds under logs, in bird nests and abandoned burrows. 
 
It uses abandoned burrows to build nests using leaves, hair, feathers, shredded bark, moss, and 
even cloth.  The solitary female will have a litter of from 3 - 5 young.  The male however, does 
not bring food to the nursing female as is the case with the field mouse.  This mouse may live 1 
- 2 years depending on the activity level of predators. 
 
Since this rodent is small and abundant, it is preyed upon by snakes, owls, hawks, skunks, 
foxes, coyotes, weasels, and even blue jays  
 
 
 
Photo from http://www.fcps.edu/StratfordLandingES/Ecology/mpages/white-footed_mouse.htm  



 WHITE-TAILED DEER    (Odocoileus virginianus) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The White-tail Deer, so named for 
the white underside of its tail, is an 
animal having tan or brown 
colored fur.  In the Fall, the fur 
changes to a gray color.  A male 
animal can weigh over 350 lbs 
with females generally being 
smaller.  They can leap 9 foot 
fences, run 40 mph, and swim 13 
miles in an hour.  They prefer 
wooded areas with adjacent 
pastures but the encroachment of 
humans has meant a mingling and 
sharing of habitats.  This “sharing”, 
uneasy at times, has resulted in 
unfortunate interactions  (car and 

deer collisions) and destruction of plants used for landscaping purposes. 
 
They browse on tree leaves, broad-leafed plants (ex. hosta), flowering plants (azaleas, pansies, 
day lilies), berry bushes, and ornamental plants during the summer.  As fall approaches, their 
diet changes and they feed on fallen apples, grasses, acorns and rhododendron plants.  In the 
winter, they eat twigs, fruit tree bark (they can kill a tree), hay, corn left in field stands and other 
plants.   As they follow prescribed paths, they nibble on plants as they move through wooded 
areas and domestic landscapes.  Often, this activity leads to overgrazing.   
 
 With the change in seasons comes changes in their food source.   These changes lead to a 
gradual shift in the capabilities of the bacteria in a deer’s rumen (there are four chambers just as 
in a cow).   Should the deer be introduced to a new source of food such as ground corn or bird 
seed and this becomes a major source of food for them, they could starve to death because 
their rumen does not have the proper kind of bacteria to process this new food stuff.  A sudden 
loss of this new food source requires another shift back to the mix of bacteria capable of 
breaking down cellulose containing plant material.     
 
Females deer usually mate in the Fall and produce 1 - 4 fawns in May or June.  The number of 
new-born depends on the quantity and quality of available food.    Fawns are born with dark 
reddish-brown fur with white spots.  At birth they have 4 teeth and in a few month develop baby 
incisors and premolars. By 18 months, they have permanent teeth which begin to wear down at 
the rate of 1 mm per year.  The rate of wear allows investigators to estimate the age of a deer.   
       
White-tail Deer are native to North America, Canada down to Texas.  They are preyed upon by 
coyotes, bobcats, wolves and humans.  In the past, mountain lions helped to maintain control of 
deer populations.  They carry mites, worms that can make them sick and ticks.  A small 
percentage of these ticks can carry the bacterium that causes Lyme disease in humans.   
 
It is recommended that humans limit contact with deer as they can become aggressive and will 
display their nervousness by stomping, snorting, wheezing, and grunting.  Males may attack 

 



humans while nursing females are quite protective of their young.  They can live about 10 years 
in the wild. 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy Donna Watkins 
     



WOODCHUCK    (Marnota monax) 
 
Contributed by Robert Sjogren 
 

The woodchuck, also known as the 
groundhog, land beaver, or whistle 
pig is a rodent that belongs to a 
large group of ground squirrels.  
These animals can measure 17 - 
26”with a ½ foot long furry tails and 
weigh as much as 30 lbs.  Their life 
span in the wild is about 6 years 
but they can live 10 years in 
captivity.   
 
These animals excavate large 
amounts of soil in order to create 
their burrows that are located 5 feet 
below the surface and may be as 

long as 30 feet.  The burrows consist of numerous tunnels with several exits that allow quick 
escape. Within these burrows, the woodchuck will hibernate during the winter and the females 
will bear their young after breeding in early March and late April.  They produce one litter a year 
that consists of small naked and blind offspring.  These will mature enough in 5 - 6 weeks to 
emerge and begin feeding. 
 
The adults prefer edges of woodlands or open country where they feed on grass and clover.  
The grassy media and roadsides along interstate highways are attractive feeding spots for these 
animals.  However, these areas are dangerous because as the animal wanders across high 
traffic zones, they may be killed.   
 
While these animals prefer grass, clover, alfalfa, and plantain for food, they will enter family 
garden plots and feed on emerging plants.   
 
If their burrows are empty, they may be occupied by skunks, rabbits, raccoons, and foxes.  
Large animals such as foxes and coyotes prey upon unsuspecting woodchucks while they are 
busy feeding in some open grassy area.   
 
 
 
Photo from  http://www.mwro.mb.ca/photo.php 
 
 


